
This past semester, a group of undergraduate students and one graduate student had the exciting 
opportunity to learn how to be grant makers.  

The Center for Civic Leadership partnered with 
the Philanthropy Lab, a foundation based in 
Dallas, to launch an experiential course in 
philanthropy this spring. Over the semester, 
students studied with Dr. Vida Avery, a Houston 
fundraising professional, to learn about the 
history and role of philanthropy.   

As part of the course, students requested grant 
proposals from nonprofits that had existing 
partnerships with the CCL. After a deliberative 
process observed by a representative of the 
Philanthropy Lab, the students selected 5 
organizations to award grants ranging from $1,000-$10,000. The CCL received $28,000 from the 
Philanthropy Lab for this endeavor. 

The selected nonprofit organizations—The Montrose 
Center, Agape Development, La Raza United, Undies for 
Everyone and The 5th Ward Enrichment Program — 
received their awards at a Philanthropy Lab reception, 
“Giving to Learn Celebration,” which was held May 1 in 
Farnsworth Pavilion. 

“The original motivation for pursuing this course and 
partnership with the Philanthropy Lab was the Rich 
Family Endowment for Community Service [administered 

through the CCL], the Rich Circle of Giving and the 
encouragement of the Rich family for us to implement this 

type of programming for Rice students,” says Danika Burgess, Director of Curriculum and 
Fellowships for the CCL.  

The philanthropy course will be offered annually through continued support from the 
Philanthropy Lab as the CCL develops sponsorship from additional donors. The CCL is committed 
to supporting unique opportunities for students to engage in experiential learning that has real 
impact on them and the surrounding community.  
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(From top left): Dr. Caroline Quenemoen, Associate Dean of 
Undergraduates; Dr. Danika Burgess, Director of Curriculum and 
Fellowships; Dr. Vida Avery, and students in the class. 

Students present award to The Montrose Center at 
the Giving to Learn Celebration on May 1. 
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